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PREFACE 


This is a special book for a special people. The tribal people have 
special problems in education arising out of differences in language and cult 
Their problems are largely ignored in school and it is left to their fate to 
or swim in the main stream of education. This book recognises their Mng 
and cultural differences and also their need to come to the main strea 
education. With this recognition, this book builds path ways and bri 
move smoothly from the tribal dialect or language to the school language. 
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Recognising the importance of early education in mother tongue, Naga 
languages are taught in the schools in Nagaland. The languages of higher 
classes are English and Hindi. The Naga children should be equipped to have 
education in these languages in the higher classes. This book for pre primary 
class has been prepared with this aim in mind. The exercises have been designed 
to develop specific linguistic skills. They are based on the belief that language 
learning is a skill based activity. The letters *of the alphabet are introduced 
in groups which have similar shapes. This will help the children to oerceive 
the pattern and observe contrasts in the visual symbols. 


The content in the lessons is drawn from the life experience of 
tribal child. This will keep the child's school experience close to his hi 
experience. In higher classes content reflecting the other people in the cou 
will be introduced gradually. It is envisaged that at the end of the prim 
stage the tribal children should be able to follow the education through 
one of the languages of the higher classes. 
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The success of this new experiment in the form, content and organisa¬ 
tion of the instructional material depends on the teachers who use them. They 
will have to have an understanding of not only the educational philosophy and 
the technology behind the material but also must have an appreciation of the 
lifestyle, aspiration and linguistic problems of the tribal child in the multi¬ 
lingual Nagaland. We hope that the teachers will give their best for the 
cause of tribal education. 




E. ANNAMALAI 
Professor-cum- Deputy Director 


Centra! Institute of Indian Languages 


MYSORE-570 006 
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INTRODUCTION 


The hill State Nagaland has an area of 16,527 Sq. Kms. with a population of 
7,73,281 as per 1981 Census. Nagaland has in the East a long international 
border with Burma, borders Manipur in the South, Assam in the West and North- 
West and Arunachal Pradesh in the North-East, 


In the multilingual Nagaland there are 23 indigenous linguistic groups who 
speak each of the following Naga languages. Number of speakers as per 1971 
Census is given in parentheses. 


1. Konyak .... (72,338) 

2. Ao .... (73,630) 

3. Serna .... (65,227) 

4. Angami .... (68,272) 

5- Lotha .... (36,949) 

6. Khezha .... (11,363) 

7. Chokri .... (8,339) 

8. Pochuri .... (2,938) 

9. Sangtam .... (20,014) 

10. Phom .... (18,017) 

11. Chang .... (15,816) 

12. Khiammungan .... (14,414) 

13. Yimchunger .... (19,609) 

14. Zeme .... (6,473) 

15. Liangmai .... (2,988) 

16. Rengma .... (8,578) 

17. Tirkhir .... (2,486) 

18. Kuki .... (5,953) 

19. Makware .... (769) 

20. Kacheri 

21. Rongme 

22. Chin 

23. Mao .... (573) 


Out of the 23 indigenous linguistic groups the 
than 30,000 speakers are Konyak, Ao, Serna, Angami 
languages, Government of Nagaland has recognised 16 
of education at the primary level. Name of the 
where they are spoken mainly are given below. 

Name of the language 


1. Angami 

2. Kuki 

3. Zeme 

4. Liangmai 


major groups havim 
and Lotha. Out of 
Naga languages for 
languages and the 


g more 
the 23 
purpose 
districts 


Name of the district 


Kohima 

Kohima 

Kohima 

Kohima 
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Name of the language 


5. Rengma 

6 . Chokri 

7. Khezha 

8 . Lotha 

9. Ao 

10. Sema 

11 . Konyak 

12. Phom 

13. Chang 

14. Sangtam 
13. Yimchunger 
16. Khiammungan 


Name of the district 


Kohima 

Phik 

Phik 

Wokha 

Mokokchung 

Zunheboto 

Mon 

Tuensang 

Tuensang 

Tuensang 

Tuensang 

Tuensang 


On request from the Government of Nagaland during 1970, Central Institute 
of Indian Languages studied all the five major languages, viz., Ao, Angami, 
Sema, Lotha and Konyak and produced a package including Phonetic Reader, 
Grammar, Dictionary and collection of Folklore for each of the five languages. 
In addition to these major languages, Khezha and Nagapidgin were also studied. 


As per the new curriculum, the elementary education in Nagaland ha: 
five years of schooling and out of the five years one year is for pre-primar 
education and four years for primary education, i.e., classes from 1 to 4. 


English is the State language of Nagaland which is a compulsory subject 
of the school curriculum right from class 1 and it is used as the medium of 
instruction from class 3 onw rds. The Directorate of School and Physical 
Education has made provision to teach the 16 recognised Naga languages as 
language subjects as well as medium of instruction. The classes in which they 
are taught as a language and used as the medium vary from language to 
language. 


The 16 recognised Naga languages were taught in the schools of Nagalan' 
from pre-primary class onwards with the primers prepared by the Directorat 
of Education, Government of Nagaland. The new series of primers used no 
are prepared at the request of the Government of Nagaland by the Centr 
Institute of Indian Languages in close cooperation with the Directorate 
School and Physical Education. The primers in the new series seek to f 
the educational need of the children to learn their respective mother tongue: 
more effectively in the schools. The bridge materials planned to be adde 
to the primers at later levels will help the children to learn their second a 
third languages more effectively. 


» Earlier in 1974, the Central Institute of Indian Languages conducted 
workshop in Dimapur, Nagaland and produced I level primers in each of the 1 
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recognised Naga languages and they have formed the basis for this new 
The new series were prepared in a workshop held from February 14 to Marbi 
1986 at Dimapur, Nagaland. This workshop was organised jointly by the 
Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore, the Directorate of School and 
Education, Government of Nagaland, Kohima and the Literature Comm: 
of different Naga languages. 1 thank all the organisations who took p 

the workshop in Dimapur. The writing system approved by the resj 
Literature Committees of the Naga Languages has been followed for 

these new primers. Some of the modifications suggested by the Central 
of Indian Languages during the 1974 workshop were not acceptable 

Literature Committee and therefore some over differentiation and under 
tiation of phonemes, from the linguistic point of view may exist. 

This primer for the pre-primary class has the following sections; 

1. Script lessons to teach only those Roman letters that are required 

to read and write the concerned Naga mother tongue. 

2. Script lessons to teach those left over Roman letters which are not 

required to learn the Naga mother tongue but are required 

to learn English. 

3. Lessons to teach numbers. 

4. Exercises to develop elementary reading, writing (including copy 

writing) and other basic linguistic skills of language learning. 

5. Exercises in the form of pictures and letter games to develop 

cognitive skills. 

6 . Drawing practice exercises. 

7. Notes to teachers. 

This is an experimental try-out edition. The teachers who are going 
to use the primer and the parents may write to the Central Institute of Indian 
Languages regarding the effectiveness of this primer in giving education to 
Naga children at the pre-primary level. Their comments or criticisms are 
most welcome to improve the primer. 


V. Gnanasui 

Reader-cum-Research 
(Project Inc! 
Central Institute of Indian Lan< 
Mysore 
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Kakepur© chelo mo kesii 


Kbzhale Kephriida Keri lo-e phrii sede de-e ketsiiro hithre soni 


rnebe 


(i) Tadze : (a) Merhi pfo soni kapu ketsii, 

(b) Leshikhb (letters) pfo soni kapu ketsii. 

(ii) Leshikhb phrii eda medzii ketsii, 

(iii) Number phrii eda medzii ketsii, 

(iv) Thu eda medzii ketsii, 

(v) Liizo pemo moyi eiii tshii ketsii, 

(vi) Merhi rhe eda medzii ketsii. 


Lesson kenb kele chi leshikhb keci le kadye kenyhi lo edu kephr 
(a-z) thre rb khe hi mebe. Number mechiyi kele lolo lhapangb (1- 
khe hi mebe. 


ii zhoda 
50) ketso 


Hithre soni kephrii riomi-e kapu lo : 

A. 1. Leshikhb pfo kapu kemo mhbjii lo merhi pfo class bu lo-e tadze 


lessonro 
be ketsii 


ke 


soni kapu lo-e le we' de. Shiichi nil leshikhb tadze thsii son 
kephriinbmiro-e io leshikhbro rnechengo lo medzii. 

2. Leshikhbro edu kephriida tshii mo soni eda ketshe pfo soni 
keso hi mebe. Shiidzelo leshida hi lo-e hi lesson keso hi me 
thre soni kapu bi molesii. Edu kephriida tshii soni kapu sii. 

3. Lesson lo-e leshikhb moyi seka (meaning) keso hi mebe 
lethre pfo kapu bi molesii. 

4. Sekhb (word) moyi sebo (sentence) zii rb leshikhb keciro-e leth 
bi de. 

5. Leshikhb keciro che liso lo de ketsii chi nii leshikhb kadyero 
letters) mechengb lo moyi phrii ketsii tshii bi de. 

6. Lesson lo-e keso hi mebe ketsii thre soni lesson I chi nii 
medzii bi de. 


keso hi 


tshii. 

i 


tsiiro-e 
re kapu 
(capital 
thu eda 


B. 


1 . 


Number lesson hibo-e hi seka kenyhi mesii !o molesii rb be. 
(a) Numberro mechengb lo moyi thu lo-e chelo de kets 
kakepumiro kephrUnbmiro-e kapu lo molesii. 


ii dzelo 


XV 



(b) Kephriinbmiro lo cmhe phrii kengu io-e chelo de ketsii dzelo 
merhi khehi kebero pfo soni kapu !o molesii. Emhe phrii kengu 
lo-e che lo de ketsii dzelo class bu lo-e mhena kebero, eg. chalk, 
pencil, pen, etc. pfo soni kapu loyi we. 

2. Leshikhbro che io de ketsii chi nii numberro phrii moyi thu eda 
medzii lo de. 

3. Kephriindmi lo class bu lolo phrii eda medzii bi de-e zii che lo 
molesii. Kedi-kehu lo tshii pfowo ketsii mhetho tshii sa. 
Kephriinbmiro lo mhetho (exercise) tshii ketsii nyhe kakepumiro nii 
throhi hi molesii. Puuro lo kethrohi who soni likhb moyi metha 
ketsii tshii metsii sa. 

4. Eda medzii ketsiiro mela bo-e lolo re nye-nye ketsii keso hi mebe, eg, 
zo soni pu, ronjii kenyhii ketsii, shiichi thu eda medzii ketsii. 
Neshiyi nomi mesii ketsii kephriinbmiro mhetho hiro hi tshii pe 
molesii shi-e le, puuro lo tshii pe loyi we. 

5. Lesson keto meciyi trotre moyi tsiilo pfo zhoto tshii soni kaputi lo de 
ketsii dzelo kakepumiro tsiilo keze mewe soni kapu lo molesii. Nom 1 
mesii ketsii lesson moyi mhetho keme da lo-e tsiilo khe metha molesii 
shi-e le shi loyi we. 


C„ Nociiro nii keshero jiiyi edze (story) nyii nyi ketsii tshii ya. Shiidzelo 
kemeda lo-e tsiilo keze soni edze pu hi loyi we. Kephriinbmi eta lo 
edze che ketsii biyi pu hi soni puuro nyhe eka nyii chile hi ketsii tshii 
molesii. Shimole edze pu ketsii lethre nii eka who. 


xvi 





Merhi tadze: 

Merhi ebu II lo-e kebero hi daub nii ebu I lo-e kebe zhe ya zo lo. Soni 
rhe (J) metengb hi. 



1 
















2 

















3 
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Leshikho tadze: 

Leshikho ebu II lo-e kebero hi dano nii ebu I lo-e kebe zhe ya zolo soni 
rhe (J) netengo hi. 
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Merhi kerhe: 

Merhi ebu I lo-e kebe hi zo hi soni ebu II lo-e ekho thu hi kebero hi 
fhe kerhii hi. Sh'uchi ronju pfo kenyhii hi. 


















































LESSON 1 


o a b 




A ba be-a. 
Ebo be-a. 























Copying exercise 






*» 
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Eda medzli kedsli : 

1. Zo soni pu hi : 



• 2. Zo soni pu hi rd ronjii pfo kcnyhil hi : 



3. Ebu 2 lo-e merhi zo hi soni ebu 




lo-e kebe zhe ketsllo 


14 










Eda medzii ketsli 



3. Ebu 2 lo-e merhi ebu I lo-e kefce zhe ketsiio pfo metengo hi : 


1 


II 
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LESSON 2 


u Li 




ede 


ele 



elu 



ebu 


A ba be-a 
Elu be-a- 
Ebo be-a 

-l—— 1 '■ - —T ■ i'| ,i, rn i - ''..'..,1.-1 
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LESSON 3 





ewe ewo eza 


Eci we-a. 
Evli zowe-a. 
Ewe fli de 


* • 

C 0 


V w 
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Copying exercise 
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3 . 


Ebu 2 lo-e merhi ebu I lo-e zhe ketsiio metengo hi : 


I 


II 



4. Leshikhoro zo soni leshikhd danQ r; ebu leri kebe zhe ya 

metengo hi : 
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Eda medzli ketsii : 


1. Zo soni pu hi : 



2. Zo ro pu hi, soni merhiro ronju pfo kenyhii hi : 
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LESSON 4 


h n m 






ezhu ega 


NocU meno hi-a- 
Emli ted a. 

Ega be ni ? 
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Copying exercise 


i t 
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3. Leshikhoro zo soni ieshikho dano ni ebu leri kebe zhe ya 
metengo hi : 








4. Sekhd ebu I lo-e kebero zo soni dano nii lethro bu lo-e kebe 
zhe ya pfo metengo hi : 



bd 


bo 

bd 


ndcli 

vocii 

nocli 



eci 


— 

eci 

ci 


zo 

zo 

»• 

zo 
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Eda medzli ketsii: 


1. Zo 3oni pa hi : 



2. Zo ro pu hi soni ronjti pfo kenyhii hi i 
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LESSON 5 




efll fujli 


Secs ke!e be~a 
Era be lo ! 

A ke fujli kele be-a 


s 

R 

F 

J 
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5. Leshikho keci ebu I io-e kebero dano nii ekhd kadye ebu II 
lo-e kebe zhe ya pfo ebu III io»e khe hi : 


Example : I ]{ 

e B 

b E 

Thu hi : 

I II 

o I 

a U 

i o 

u A 


III 

b 


III 


Copying exercise 
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3. Sekho ebu thro-e kebenyhi dano nil leri kebe zhe ya 
metengd hi : 


ro 

no 

ro 


jo 

ko 

jo 


ra 


ra 

re 

I 


ha 

ha 

la 


mli 

IU 

mli 


4. Sebo lekhro bu lo-e dano nil paid hi zhe ya metengd hi 


Ese pu-a 


Eha be-a 


Ese nti-a 

Ese pu-a 


Eha be-a 

Eha we-a 


5. Sekho khehi kebe hi merhi dano pu-a ya pfo metengd hi : 



eha 




i 































Eda medzii ketsli : 

1. Zo ro pu hi, soni merhiro ronju pfo kenyhii hi : 



2. Leshikhoro zo soni ekho danO riii ebu leri kebe zhs y 
metengo hi ; 
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Copying exercise 
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6. Leshlkho keci ebu I lo-e kebero dano nil ekho kadye ebu II 
lo-e kebe zhe ya pfo ebu III lo-e khe hi : 


I 

e 

iX 

c 

a 


ii m 

c — 

d — 

u 

E — 
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Eda medzii ketsii: 

1. Zo ro pu hi, soni merhiro ronjti pfo kenyhii hi : 



2. Zo soni leshikho dano nil ebu ieri kebe zhe ya metengo hi : 



33 











































LESSON 6 




ledye 


Epa keto bi-a. 

Yibo we sa ! 

Ledye be le mo ro ? 
Ede ledye-e be-a. 


P 


Y 


K 


Dy 


32 
























5. Leshikho kenyhi tena lo-e hi dand nil zho ya pfo eshil 
methd lo-e thu hi : 



35 







3. Sekho lethro bu lo-e kebenyhi dano nil leri kebe zhe ya 
metengo hi : 



pa 

pa 

da 


ha 

wa 

ha 



ko 

no 


so 

so 

sli 


fli 


ju 

fu 



we 


WU 


we 


4. Sekho khehi kebe hi merhi dand pu-a ya pfo metengo hi : 



34 
























Copying exercise 
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(tii) eh - (a/o) 



S. Leshikho keci ebu I lo-e kebero 
ya pfo ebu III lo-e khehi : 


eland nil ebu II lo-e kebe zhe 


I 

I 

i 

g 

h 

e 


II III 

E — 

H — 

i 

J — 

G — 
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Eda medzij kets'u : 

Zo ro pu hi, soni ronjii pfo kenyhii hi : 
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LESSON 7 





tdka 




ketsli 


etshli 


j 


Tdka nli ethe fli„ 

Etshli nli tdka fli, 

Etshli nu tdka ketsli meke-da. 





T Th Ts Tsh 
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5. Leshikho kenyhi tena lo-e hi dano nil zho ya pfo eshii 
metho lo-e thu hi : 




41 













metengo hi 2 


dye 

the 

dye 



dand nii leri 

kebe zhe 

te 

de 

te 


zhu 

zhU 

zhu 


4. Sekho khehi Icebe hi noerhi dan© pu-a ya pfo metengo hi 






40 




















LESSON a 




kenhe enyli 



menye enyhli kemho 


Ele kenhe nhe de l 

■ 

Enyli keza de ! 

Eme mho hi I 

Nhab'd kesu de ! 


Nh 

1 

Ny 

1 

Nyh 

Mh 
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(iii) e 


a (zh/z) 




6, Leshikhd keci cbu I lo-e kebero dano nil ebu II lo-c kebe z 
ya pfo ebu III lo-e khehi : 

I II III 

o IC — 

k L — 

o M — 

1 N — 

n O — 

m O — 


42 








3. 


Merhi zo soni eshti metho kebe dao 
dano nil zho ya pfo khe hi : 


leshikhd kenyhi tena-a 


(i) ke——e (nh/nyh) 


(ii) ke-u (nh/ny) 


(iii) me-e (n/ny) 





(iv) e--a (b/p) 



45 











Eda medzii ketsij : 

1. Leshikho ethro-e bu lo-e kebenyi dand nli pato kebe zhe pa 
metengo hi : 


ny 

nyh 

ny 


mh 

mh 

nh 


nh 

nyh 

nh 


tsh 

th 

tsh 


nh 


ny 

nh 


2. Sekho Jethro bu lo-e kebenyhi dan6 nil pato kebe zhe ya 
metengo hi : 


nyo 

nyo 

nyu 


nye 

nye 

nyhe 


nhe 


ne 

L 

nhe 




nyho 

nvhi 

j 

nyho 


mho 

mho 

mho 


mhe 


mhu 

mhe 

i 
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5. Leshikho keci ebu I lo-e kebero dand nil ebu II lo-e kebe zhe 
ya pfo ebu III io-e khehi : 


















(v) e 


ii (f/ s ) 
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ekhu 


lenyli 


ekhe 

ekhi 

j 

lenyli 

lenyi 


kern ho 

kemho 

kemho 


nechli 

melhi 


nocli 


,nocu 

nechli 

melhi 

melhe 

rocli 

nocli 


4. Merhi zo soni eshii metho kebe dao leshikho kenyhi ten a-a 
dano nii zho ya pfo khe hi : 




50 



Melhe do-a. 

Ekhu rtli ethe fli-< 



Ph 

_ j 

Kh 

Ch 

J 

Lh! 
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Sekho dano nil merhi pu-a ya pfo eshii metho kebe dao khe hi 



52 
























6 . 


Leshikho keci ebu I lo-e kebero dano 
ya pfo ebu III lo-e khehi : 

I II 

y V 

v W 

z Y 

w Z 


nil ebu II lo-e kebe zhe 


III 


i 


< 
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LESSON 10 







edzli ebvli 


Ebvli bvo de ! 

Edzli nyli lashe pba wo hi-e 
KarhU nyli erho phe wo hi-a 


Sh Rh Dz 
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Eda medzli ketsli : 


Leshikhd ebu lethro kebe dand nii pato zhe ya metengo hi 



sh 

s 

h 

zh 


rh 

dz 

, mh 

tvS 

rh 

bv 

dz 

mh 

nh 


tsh 

ts 

tsh 


Ph 

P h 

th 


bv 

bv 

ny 


2. Sekho lethro bu lo-e kebenyhi dand nil leri kebe zhe ya 
metengo hi : 


1 

Dhe 

rhU 

khc 

) 

phe 

rhe rhu 


she 

she 

shi 


1 ho 

Iho 

pho 


bvo 


bvu 


bvo 


nyo 

nyli 

nyo 


nye 

~nyhe 

nye 
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3. Sekho dano nii merhi pu-a ya pfo eshii metho kebe bo-e thu hi : 



56 
















4. Merhi zo soni leshikho ketsu (3) tena-a zho ketsii-o pfo eshti 
metho kebe dao khe hi : 













4. Merhi zo soni leshikho ketsu (3) tena-a zho ketsii-o pfo eshii 
metho kebe dao khc hi : 














V 
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LESSON 11 




lopfli kapfhli 



ekwi rakhwe 



Pf l 

Pfh 

Kw 

Khw 
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Ed a medzii ketsli: 

1. Zo soni leshiko dano nil ebu leri kebe zhe ya metengd hi 


pf 


pfh 

ph 

pf 


pfh 

tsh 






kw 


khw 

kw 

wh 


kw 

khw 


2. Sekho ebu lethro kebe dano nil pato kebe zhe ya metengd hi : 


ekwe 

ekwi 

ekwe 


pfo 

pfo 

pfu 


ekhwi 

ekhwe 

ekhwi 


pfhu 

nyhii 

pfhu 
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3. Merhi zo soni eshu methoro lo-e leshikho zho ketsti-o 
khe hi : 


(i) 1 — pfii (i/a/o) 



62 







(v) ra-e (khw/pf/pfh) 



9 

4. Merhi zo soni sekho dano nil merhi pu-a ya thu hi : 
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LESSON 12 





epru phrti 

Ethra ewo-e Ihi-a 
Epru ewo-e be-a 
Leshi phrli die ! 

Rlibe etre we-a 



65 
































Eda medzu ketsu : 

I. Ethro lo-e kebe leshikho dano ntt leri kebe zhe ya metengd hi: 



tr 


tr 

thr 



phr 

[ 

Dfh 

phr 



thr 

1 

:sh 

thr 



pr 


pr 

tr 


2. Lethro kebe sekhd dand nii pato zhe ya metengd hi : 



tre 

t 

re 

pre 


phro 

phra 

phro 


thr 

i 

thri 

tri 



pfho 

tsho 

pfho 


prli 

prli 

pfhii 


khwe 


khwe 

kwe 




rhli 

1 

phrli 

rhu 



bvli 

i 

3VU 

dzli 
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3. Eshii methoro lo-e hi leshikho pfhiipfo khe hi : 
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(iv) e - a (tr/pr/trh) 


(v) ra-e (kw/phr/khw) 


4, Sekhdnyhi hi dand nil merhi pu-a ya meiengd hi : 
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Lesson 13 


Jisu 

meli 

ya 


Nye 

Jisu 

meli 

ya. 

Nye 

Jisu 

meli 

ya. 

Nye 

Jisu 

meli 

cd 

> 

Pun 

Jihova no. 


Therti 

Therli wo-a, 

Kezlimiro/ 

Aro eke wo-a da khe ! 

Ami eke wo 
Leshi phrii-a da. 

Mapo ketshe 

Mapo tshe, 

Awe-e keSe hi ! 

Mapo tshe, 

Tslitsho ketshe khe hi I 

Mapo tshe, 

Awe-a throhi hi ! 
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LESSON 14 



x ray Quill 


X Q 


Copying exercise 







. * 

pSC . 

.......X. 

.. 

*'*, ,# k ' 


































Lesson 15 
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Khezha 


a 

A 

0 

0 

b 

B 

f * 

o 

• • 
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bv 

Bv 

p 

P 

c 

C 

pf 

Pf 

ch 

Ch 

pfh 

Pfh 

d 

D 

ph 

Ph 

dy 

Dy 

phr 

Phr 

dz 

Dz 

pr 

Pr 

e 

E 

r 

R 

f 

F 

rh 

Rh 

g 

G 

s 

S 

h 
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sh 

Sh 

i 

1 

t 

T 

j 

J 

th 

Th 

k 

K 

thr 

Thr 

kh 

Kh 

tr 

Tr 

khw 

Khw 

ts 

Ts 

kw 

Kw 

tsh 

Tsh 

! 

L 

u 

U 

Ih 

Lh 

♦ • 

u 

• • 

U 

m 

M 

V 

V 

mh 

Mh 

w 

w 

n 

N 

wh 

Wh 

nh 

Ny 

y 

Y 

ny 

Ny 

z 
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nyh 

Nyh 

zh 

Zh 
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ALPHABETS 

English 



j 
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o 

P 

q 
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u 
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y 
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X 
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